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Heil studies terrorism, sex trafficking in U.S.
Mention the word terrorism and a number of images come to mind. For many
people, these images are tied to 9/11 and
other recent events. However, terrorism
is a much more complex and much older
phenomenon than most people realize.
Someone who studies terrorism and other
social phenomena is Erin Heil, an assistant
professor in the department of sociology
and criminal justice at Southern Illinois
University Edwardsville.
Heil was born in White Bear Lake, Minn.
She obtained her bachelor’s degree in psychology at SIUE, her master’s degree in
sociology, also from SIUE and her doctorate
in criminal justice from the University of
Illinois at Chicago. She points to the largescale social movements, including “Arab
Spring” in the Arab world and the “Occupy
Movement” that has taken place in the
U.S. and Europe, as important examples
of popular movements reacting against the
status quo, and as important cases for social
scientists to study. While these specific
movements have different objectives, Heil
said that many governments have reacted
in very similar ways.
“We expect to see a very strong repressive
response by the state, especially when you
see any sort of oppressed group standing
up to the state,” Heil said. “And it is probably going to end as other revolutions have
with a lot of bloodshed and a lot of arrests
and very minimal change, unfortunately.”
We also tend to define terrorism in different ways depending upon the historical and
political context, Heil explained. Although
the group of Americans who embarked in
the Revolutionary War against England in
the 18th century is seen today as patriots,
the British considered them as terrorists.
“Terrorism is a final tactic for an oppressed
group,” said Heil. “So when you have an
oppressive government they are going to
stand up with whatever means that they
have. They don’t have a military, they don’t
have the weaponry, and so they have to rely
on terrorist tactics and a lot of times the
state replies with terrorist tactics as well.
So it really depends which side of the battle
you are on and who is defining who as a
terrorist.”
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Dr. Erin Heil in her office on the SIUE campus.
When asked if we are going to see more
movements such as the “Arab Spring” or
the “Occupy Movement” in the near future,
Heil is categorical.
“Definitely,” she said. “Even what we are
seeing in the U.S. with people now starting
to stand up against the economy, and as the
media grab attention of successful movements across the world, you are going to
see other groups that decide to try to take
it into their own hands and stand up to the
regimes. A lot of times when we see student

Arts&Music
Friday, July 13
Teen Night w/ The Melodies, Love Me, Leave Me Band, Bobby's Frozen
Custard, Maryville, 8:30 p.m.
Every Passing Dream, Sworn In, Parables, Fubar, St. Louis, Doors 7:00
p.m.
New Years Rulin's-A Tribute to Woodie Guthrie, Plush St. Louis, St. Louis,
Doors 8:00 p.m.
Ralph Butler, 3:00 p.m. / Planet Boogie, 8:00 p.m., Fast Eddie's Bon Air,
Alton
The Gaslight Anthem w/ Dave Hause, The Firebird, St. Louis, Doors 7:00
p.m.
Ledisi w/ Eric Benet, The Pageant, St. Louis, Doors 7:00 p.m.
Asleep at the Wheel, The Wildey, Edwardsville, 8:00 p.m.
Good 4 The Soul, Jazz at the Bistro, St. Louis, 7:30 p.m. and 9:30 p.m.
Opening Reception: Contemporary Artists Respond to Art History,
Edwardsville Arts Center, Edwardsville, 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.
Disney's Aladdin (Subscriber Performance), The Muny, St. Louis,
8:15 p.m.
Great Rivers Biennial 2012, Contemporary Art Museum, St. Louis,
10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Runs through August 12.
Matthew Strauss, Unbearable, PSTL Gallery, St. Louis, 10:30 a.m. to
5:00 p.m., Runs through July 27.
The Third Dimension, Foundry Art Centre, St. Louis, 10:00 a.m. to
5:00 p.m., Runs through July 20.
Danielle Spradley: Over Time, Bruno David Gallery, St. Louis, 10:00
a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Runs through August 25.
Liquid Terrain: 20 Years of Works on Paper by Eva Lundsager, The
Sheldon, St. Louis, noon - 5:00 p.m., Runs through August 18.
A Room Divided, The Eugene Field House & Toy Museum, St.
Louis, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Harper's Pictorial History of the Civil War (Annotated), St. Louis
Art Museum, St. Louis, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Runs through August
26.
Robert Motherwell: Abstract Expressionist, St. Louis University
Museum of Art, St. Louis, 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Runs through July
22.

movements or university-based movements
you are going to have a more middle class
movement that is not as oppressed as some
of these other individuals.”
For Heil the media are largely responsible for the incomplete and skewed view
we have of terrorism as a phenomenon.
“Most people in America have only one
source of news and that is where they
get all of their information, whether it is
liberal biased or conservative biased they
have that one source and they are going
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Entries will be accepted at the library, 112
S. Kansas St., from 5 p.m. Tuesday to 10
a.m. Wednesday. Entries will be displayed
under the rotunda. Winners will be announced

to get that one bit of information,” she
said. “And most people don’t try to look
around and look at different sources to
figure out what different groups are saying.”
There is also a big misunderstanding
about the role religion plays in these movements, said Heil, who added that her own
students initially have narrow views of
terrorism and terrorists. “When you talk
to a lot of my students, most of them say
Muslims,” she said. “Not all Muslims, but

Wednesday afternoon.
Thompson said a lot of people have
picked up flyers describing he event and
the staff has fielded questions, although
she doesn’t know how much participation
to anticipate.
Prizes are being awarded in each category.
The grand prize for adults is a $50 gift certificate to Bella Milano Italian restaurant. The
group prize is a $50 gift certificate at St. Louis

they definitely have that linkage of stereotyping Muslims as terrorists and that this is
a group that we do need to focus on.”
Another social phenomenon that Heil
has studied is sex trafficking. Although
it is rarely mentioned in the media, it is a
serious problem in the United States. Heil
studied the problem in both Florida and St.
Louis.
“In Florida most of the victims’ countries
of origin are Mexico or Guatemala and
they have been trafficked here and are in
extreme forms of slavery living in brothels,”
Heil said. “Some individuals have actually
been sold to citizens of the United States
to be sex slaves, and we see a lot of the
migrant farmers being forced into a situation of slavery in the agricultural industry.”
St. Louis, she added, is now considered a
hub of sex trafficking because of the ways
our highways cross the area. It is considered
a good takeoff point for traffickers to move
people around the country. Heil said that
she feels that the American public needs to
be more aware of sex trafficking as a serious
problem.
“In my class alone I do a couple of lectures on sex trafficking and labor trafficking
and it is interesting to see the response from
students because they will start to look in
their own communities,” Heil said. “Maybe
it is a group of apple pickers that come
every fall. The students are now starting
to identify things. So if you can just let the
general public know some of those indicators of trafficking just so they can keep an
eye out and maybe alert authorities that
there is a possibility that there could be
a trafficking situation this would be very
helpful to the problem.”
Aldemaro Romero is the Dean of the College
of Arts and Sciences at Southern Illinois
University Edwardsville. His show, “Segue,”
can be heard every Sunday morning at 9 a.m. on
WSIE, 88.7 FM. He can be reached at College_
Arts_Sciences@siue.edu.

Bread Co. The prizes for young people, up to
16, are a $25 gift certificate at Annie’s Frozen
Custard and a $25 pass for the AMC Showplace
12 theater.
Three participation prizes, $10 Annie’s gift
cards, will be awarded for most innovative use
of food, best depiction of book or a character,
and the people’s choice.
Contest rules are available at the library and
on its website, www.edwardsvillelibrary.org/

Saturday, July 14
London Calling, The Gramophone, St. Louis, Doors 10:30 p.m.
Logos, Hey Harbor, Blueberry Hill, St. Louis, Doors 8:00 p.m.
Jay N Waylon, 3:00 p.m. / Planet Boogie, 8:00 p.m., Fast Eddie's Bon Air,
Alton
Ours w/ Animal Empty, The Firebird, St. Louis, Doors 8:30 p.m.
Fiona Apple, Peabody Opera House, St. Louis, 7:30 p.m.
Tedeschi Trucks Band, Touhill Performing Arts Center, St. Louis, 8:00
p.m.
Good 4 The Soul, Jazz at the Bistro, St. Louis, 7:30 p.m. and 9:30 p.m.
Oil Boom w/ Bantam Foxes, Golden Curls, Plush St. Louis, St. Louis, Doors
8:30 p.m.
Contemporary Artists Respond to Art History, Edwardsville Arts
Center, Edwardsville, 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., Runs through August
17.
Great Rivers Biennial 2012, Contemporary Art Museum, St. Louis,
10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Runs through August 12.
Matthew Strauss, Unbearable, PSTL Gallery, St. Louis, 10:30 a.m. to
5:00 p.m., Runs through July 27.
The Third Dimension, Foundry Art Centre, St. Louis, 10:00 a.m. to
5:00 p.m., Runs through July 20.
Danielle Spradley: Over Time, Bruno David Gallery, St. Louis, 10:00
a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Runs through August 25.
Liquid Terrain: 20 Years of Works on Paper by Eva Lundsager, The
Sheldon, St. Louis, 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m., Runs through August 18.
A Room Divided, The Eugene Field House & Toy Museum, St.
Louis, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Harper's Pictorial History of the Civil War (Annotated), St. Louis
Art Museum, St. Louis, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Runs through August
26.
In the Still Epiphany, Pulitzer Foundation for the Arts, St. Louis,
10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Runs through October 27.
Robert Motherwell: Abstract Expressionist, St. Louis University
Museum of Art, St. Louis, 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Runs through July
22.

Sunday, July 15
Sara and the Tall Boys, Bobby's Frozen Custard, Maryville, 7:00 p.m.
Dr. Acula, Fubar, St. Louis, Doors 6:00 p.m.
Forever The Sickest Kids w/ Plug In Stereo, It Boys, The Firebird, St. Louis,
Doors 6:00 p.m.
Red Rock, 2:00 p.m. / Ultraviolets, 7:00 p.m., Fast Eddie's Bon Air, Alton
Marcia Ball, The Wildey, Edwardsville, 8:00 p.m.
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Work continued Thursday to replace the water line on North Main Street.
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A Lil’ Kountry Shop’s Manager
Kathryn Cook explained with a
chuckle that it was better to make
the best out of a bad situation rather
than get upset. She and her mother
Janice McDonald, who owns A Lil’
Kountry Shop located at 307 N.
Main Street and Kritter Korner in
the rear of the building, had signs
made directing traffic to their rear
parking lot and entrance to assist
customers.
They also tried to make light of
the days when construction was
literally taking place outside the
front door by posting a sign in
the window highlighting a special
“construction sale.” The sign read,
“15% off if you can get in the front
door.”
Madalene Layne, owner of Knit
One Weave Too, located next door
at 303 N. Main, also tried to make
light of the construction by posting
on her Facebook page, “The city is
working in front of the shop. There
is a clear path to the front. So that
I won’t be lonely today mention

this post and get 15% off your total
purchase.”
Layne said she ultimately decided to make the best of the slow time
and “took a little vacation.”
Both the business owners
acknowledged that the construction
was just a part of progress. “It
was needed,” Kim Ferguson, a onethird owner of Lost Arts & Antiques
located in the Wildey Theater on
Main said.
She also commented that the
extreme heat probably kept people
away more than construction did.
Additionally, Ferguson pointed out
that the construction workers had
been extremely helpful. She recalled
the day she opened her front door to
see a large hole outside the front
entry. One of the workers offered to
temporarily fill the hole with some
gravel to accommodate customer
entry until the workers were ready
to pour the sidewalk.
Because the store also had a side
entry, Ferguson told him that it was
not necessary. “But it was so sweet
he even offered. The workmen
were just wonderful – thoroughly
pleasant,” she said.
Conversely, Zwijack said that the
construction workers had commented several times about the pleasant
people in the Edwardsville com-

munity. He said that the crews
reported that the people driving
through the construction zone had
been extremely nice. “Several have
stopped and given the contractors
water,” Zwijack said. “They can’t
believe how nice the people have
been. It’s been pretty incredible.”
The new water line construction
will continue further north on Main
through the summer as it is planned
to be extended to Phillipena Street.
The construction completion date
was originally estimated to be at the
end of August but Zwijack pointed
out that due to running into some
unforeseen utility issues, he felt the
project would likely be extended by
a month or two.
Meanwhile Cook, Layne and
Ferguson are still offering sales and
encourage the community to stop
by. Lil’ Kountry Shop has 15 percent off purchases and Knit One
Weave Too is having a ball yarn sale
through Saturday in addition to 30
percent off patterns, 10 percent off
books and 20 percent off plant fiber
yarns.
Lost Arts & Antiques’ artists
determine when their items are discounted. Currently there is a “sale
wall” filled with interesting items.
Now that construction has moved
on, Cook said that foot traffic has

picked up. “As soon as they (construction crews) moved down, it
was good,” she said.
But she was quick to point out
that she was quite pleased that the
city was investing in their future.
“Progress is good because our
downtown is still alive. Our historic Main Street is never dead,”
Cook added. “It’s nice they are
spending time and money on our
historic downtown. People travel
just to go to historic districts so
it’s nice when ours is thriving and
looks good.”
No sooner than she said that,
Mount Olive resident Kate Petroline
approached the counter to buy an
item for her home. A former SIUE
commuter student and now an
SIUE graduate, Petroline said she
found Lil’ Kountry Shop while on
a break in between classes while
attending SIUE. “I was so excited
when I found this here,” Petroline
said. “It’s a friendly business. I
enjoy it.”
Petroline said that she had made
a special trip to Alton that day for
an errand and knew where she was
going immediately afterwards. “I’m
going to go to that little shop,” she
said about Lil’ Kountry Shop. “It’s
a wonderful shop. I love it. It’s my
day off, and here I am.”

